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recklessly translating into action his master's ultimate aims. For the King, though clear about his ends, was always uncertain about the means, while his opponents were confused enough in theory but infinitely more accomplished in practice.
Thus, on June 18, 1625, when Charles met his first Parliament, there was already a great, though as yet invisible, gulf fixed between him and his audience. His chief object was to raise a subsidy for the war with Spain, and to this end he appealed both to their honour and generosity.
"... My Lords and gentlemen : I hope that you do remember, that you were pleased to employ me to advise my fatter, to break off those two treaties that were then on foot: so that I cannot say, that I came hither a free, unengaged man. It is true, I came into this business willingly and freely, like a young man, and consequently rashly ; but it was by your interest, your engagements. ... I pray you remember, that this being my first action, and begun by your advice and entreaty, what a great dishonour it were both to you and me if this action so begun, should fail of that assistance you are able to give me. Yet knowing the constancy of your love both to me and this business, I needed not to have said this, but only to shew what care and sense I have of your honours and mine own. . . ."
Flattery and appeal to their better feelings were alike unsuccessful with the Commons. They concentrated on such religious grievances as the toleration of Papists and the advancement of a certain anti-Calvinistic clergyman who had won the approbation of King James, To carry on the